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THEY SAY, “WE HAVE NO
INFLUENCE ON RELIGION”

Robert Waggoner

INTRODUCTION1

In the Western world, the Christian religion is now facing a crisis
perhaps more severe than at any time since the time of Christian
persecutions in the Roman Empire nearly two millennia ago. The
Western world is now being invaded with philosophical ideas probably
as strange to our Christian heritage as the Christian worldview was
strange to paganism of the first century2—and many Christians seem
unaware of these culturally changing ideas. These anti-Christian ideas
are wrecking our culture by denying God’s existence, by misunder-
standing the nature of humanity, by blotting out an awareness of sin,
and thereby creating an extremely permissive society. These anti-
Christian ideas are causing a loss of faith, emptying church pews,
destroying Christian homes, and making non-Christians much less
receptive to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are witnessing in our nation
an increase in discrimination against Christianity.

In light of these happenings, certain questions come to mind. What
are these anti-Christian ideologies? Where did they come from? Who
introduced them and who continues to promote them? Why have they
come to the forefront of contemporary thinking? When did they enter
into our society’s thinking? How do they operate? What can Christians
do about them? These are questions that speakers will be answering in
this series of lectures. Defining and describing some of these ideologies
will enable me to discuss my own assigned topic, but it will also help
lay a foundation for the assigned topics for other speakers in this series.
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Basically, the anti-Christian philosophy we are talking about is
known as “Humanism.” Sometimes it is called “Religious Humanism,”
and sometimes it is called “Secular Humanism.” Although Humanism
has been around a long time, the term “Humanism” was generally
unknown to the person in the pew until just a few decades ago.
Humanism may be variously defined. There are almost as many ways
to word a definition of “Humanism” as there are people defining the
term. I define “Humanism” as a way of thinking and acting that seeks
to remove the will of God from reality and elevates humanity to judge
all things. Humanists are atheists. That is, they are against God.
However, their talk and their activities are focused, not primarily upon
opposing God vocally, but rather upon politically promoting Humanis-
tic societies without God. Humanism is a very broad term. As a
philosophy, Humanism encompasses many other philosophies, seven
of which will be briefly defined and described in this message.

My assigned topic is about the negative influence of Humanism
against the Christian faith. I find no explicit statement from Humanists
within their basic documents3 presenting a claim: “We have no
influence on religion.” Nor do I see within Humanists’ documents any
call for conspiracy against religion. On the contrary, I observe that in
the past Humanists have wanted people to think that their values should
be accepted as religious as readily as are Christian values. When
Humanist Manifesto I was written in 1933, the Christian religion was
strongly entrenched within the American culture. Eight of the fifteen
articles within Humanist Manifesto I speak of “Religious Humanism,”
or some other religious expression to indicate that Humanists wanted
their beliefs to be accepted as religious. Humanist Manifesto II, written
in 1973, gives much less emphasis to a consideration of Humanism as
a religion, while the Humanist Manifesto III, written in 2003, does not
explicitly mention religion. They now generally want Humanism to be
considered as being irreligious, i.e., as secular. Even so, they welcome
church people to join them in promoting their values. The last sentence
of one of their documents calls “upon other men and women of good
will to join us in the furthering of its noble aims.”4 They object to
criticisms from Christians that Humanists’ beliefs produce immorality
in society. They think “morality that is not God-based need not be
antisocial, subjective, or promiscuous, nor need it lead to the break-
down of moral standards.”5 Even though Humanists may not make
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explicit statements against the Christian faith, their thinking and their
activities indicate that they are strongly opposed to Christianity.

Because they object to any religion that is based on supernatural
values,6 they reject belief in the existence of God, the deity of Jesus
Christ, divine revelation, the authority and inspiration of Scripture,
prophecy, miracles, et cetera. They want a religion based on human
intelligence and scientific findings from within nature.7 Believing that
mankind is only physical, they reject the idea that people have a
spiritual nature.8 Believing that mankind has no eternal destiny, they
reject the concepts of sin, a bodily resurrection, a day of judgment,
heaven and hell.9 For Humanists, salvation means deliverance, not from
sin and its consequences, but from current social and political difficul-
ties. They believe that everyone is basically good and that people are
capable of solving all human problems.10

Humanists have had extensive negative influence against the
Christian faith. In order to help us understand the nature of Humanism
and how it operates against the Christian faith, we will observe several
examples of Humanism in the Bible and in church history. Having done
that, we will review the historical rise of some Humanist philosophies
since the Renaissance and the negative influence they have had against
Christianity.11 Finally, we will make some suggestions about how
Christians should respond.

EXAMPLES OF HUMANISM
IN THE BIBLE AND CHURCH HISTORY

Humanism is not new. Throughout history, men have often
considered themselves gods. Indeed, the world renowned historian,
Arnold Toynbee, declared that the paramount worship of mankind
throughout history has been that of self-worship.12 Although the term
“Humanism” is not used in the Bible, the Bible demonstrates many of
its concepts. Eve was the first Humanist. She wanted to become like
God by eating the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:5-6). Those who started to
build the Tower of Babel wanted to make for themselves a great name.
Their intent was to build a tower “whose top is in the heavens” (Gen.
11:4-7). This was probably an assertion of their independence from
God. Balaam wanted to speak about Israel in a way that God did not
want (Num. 22-25). King Uzziah of the tribe of Judah attempted to act
as a priest, whose role God had designated to the tribe of Levi. Uzziah
was strongly rebuked for it (2 Chr. 26:16-21). The rich young ruler
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turned away from following Jesus because he placed his trust more in
his own riches to supply his needs than in Jesus (Mt. 19:16-22). Jesus’
parable of the rich fool illustrates the folly of trusting in material goods
rather than in God (Lk. 12:16-21). Some false teachers in the early
church tried to impose upon believers the ritual of circumcision and the
necessity of living by the Law of Moses (Acts 15:1-29; Gal. 1-6).
Demas loved the pleasures of this world more than serving God with
Paul (2 Tim. 4:10). In each situation, the will of God was thrust aside
and people put their own desires first.

Humanist ideologies and practices are also demonstrated in church
history. An early departure from God’s will was the departure from
church autonomy and the imposition of monarchial bishops upon the
churches. The imposition of Easter and Christmas holidays, derived
from pagan sources, upon the Christian faith were/are Humanistic. The
development of denominationalism’s churches, with their creeds and
manuals, and all their other attendant rituals not authorized by
Scripture, is Humanistic. The use of instrumental music in worship is
Humanistic, as is arbitrarily partaking of the Lord’s Supper on a
monthly, quarterly, or annual basis, rather than to do so weekly, as
prescribed by the Bible (Acts 20:7). These, and an abundant listing of
other non-Biblical practices which might be given, all demonstrate how
people set aside the will of God and promote themselves as judges of
what should be considered acceptable.13

A BRIEF OVERVIEW

The historical rise of the Humanist worldview, which has now
captivated our culture, began during the Renaissance when those who
esteemed the works of humanity were known as Humanists even
though their beliefs were not the same as those of contemporary
Humanists. Religion-wise, they were usually Roman Catholics. They
generally believed in basic doctrines of the Christian faith. However,
as they concentrated upon the works of ancient humanity, read non-
Biblical literature, and interpreted Scripture by human presuppositions,
their convictions changed. Whereas previously they had accepted
knowledge acquired from divine revelation, now they began to question
and doubt all knowledge that did not come from human reasoning.
Moreover, as they read non-Biblical literature, they began to absorb
human thinking that did not acknowledge Biblical truths. Slowly, they
turned away from God and divine thinking. Renaissance thinking
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planted seeds that were to mature with the dawning of that time period
that has come to be called the “Enlightenment.” (It was a time when
people thought they were enlightened, because they thought they no
longer needed to rely on divine revelation.)

New ideologies arrived, all of which are basic to the current
Humanist worldview. We will name, define, and describe seven of
them, and we will observe how they have individually and collectively
impacted against the Christian faith in a negative manner. They are
rationalism, scientism, secularism, naturalism, materialism, hedonism,
and statism.

Rationalism

Rationalism is the belief that human reason is the only foundation
for acquisition of knowledge. With the rise of rationalism, belief in
divine revelation through Scripture began to diminish. The person who
had the most influence upon development of rationalistic thinking was
Rene Descartes (1596-1650), who has been called the father of modern
philosophy. Although Descartes probably did not intend to dismiss the
reality of God and make himself the judge of what is, that is what
happened after he made his famous statement: “I think, therefore I am.”
The impact of this thought was to place doubt upon the existence of
anything that could not be proven by human reasoning. To Europeans,
this seemed obviously true. That concept then was accepted as readily
as the theory of evolution is now.14 Today, Humanists believe that “if
America discards rationality we are truly rudderless, helpless against
sectarian strife when differing groups may seek to impose their peculiar
spiritual visions on American life.”15

Rationalism negatively impacted the whole Christianity enterprise.
We will focus upon the subject of Biblical criticism, which was but one
way rationalism impacted against Christianity. With the presumption
that God had nothing to do with the origin and progressive develop-
ment of Scripture, scholars conjectured how the Bible might have come
into existence. They discounted what the Bible had to say about God
and itself, and accepted only what could be proven from sources
outside the Bible. They denied the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch
and claimed that portions of Matthew and Luke were quoted from Mark
and a supposed “Q” document. They claimed that Paul wrote only four
epistles. They attempted to separate Jesus of Nazareth from the Christ
of faith. They denied Biblical claims of prophecy and miracles.
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Scholars who did not accept the truthfulness of Biblical claims often
became professors in theological schools, which were established for
the purpose of training preachers. Such professors taught that the Bible
was not the Word of God and therefore not trustworthy. Their students
then went into churches and denied the inspiration and authority of the
Bible. In this fashion, God and Scripture were undermined throughout
the populace. Eta Linneman, a German, described what happened in her
native land.

In Germany preaching based on biblical criticism has emptied
the churches, because few people see any reason for attending
worship when they are offered only the stones of arbitrary
personal opinion rather than the bread of the Word of God.
Biblical criticism has brought on a decay of values: historical-
critical theology considers it untenable to teach adolescents that
the Ten Commandments are God’s binding instructions. Instead
of taking to heart “whatever is noble” and “whatever virtue there
may be” (Phil. 4:8), it has disparaged honesty, punctuality, hard
work, and the like as mere secondary virtues, holdovers from a
Prussian mentality that should no longer be upheld. In addition
some streams of historical-critical thinking popularize the
Communist slogan that owning property is thievery. The alleged
decay of values is therefore in fact an utter destruction of values,
brought about not single-handedly but with the substantial
assistance of historical-critical theology.16

If rationalism had that influence against Christianity and the church in
Germany, could it not also be having the same influence in our
country?

Scientism

Biblical authority was challenged not only from rationalism, but
also from scientism. Scientism is the belief that the scientific method
and human reasoning are the only means for determining truth. As an
extension of rationalism, scientism rejects divine revelation. Scientism
is not the same as the scientific method. The scientific method was
made possible only because during the Renaissance era, the Western
world had accepted the Christian worldview. The Christian idea that
nature was orderly and predictable allowed for experiments to be
repeated and verified. (This means that the scientific method could not
have arisen in a world wherein everyone thinks that life’s events
happen by random chance.) The scientific method does not allow for



Robert Waggoner 7

the discovery of truth related to prophecy or miracles because these are
not natural phenomena and, therefore, are not capable of verification by
scientific procedures. For many people, if science could not verify a
belief, then that belief could not be considered valid, or at least it had
to be held in doubt.

The ancient Athenian philosopher Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)
believed that the sun revolved around the earth. In early church history,
this belief was incorporated into Roman Catholic doctrine. However,
Copernicus (A.D. 1473-1543) believed that the earth and other planets
revolved around the sun. Through scientific procedures, Galileo (A.D.
1564-1642) demonstrated that the Copernican belief that the earth
revolved around the sun is true. His demonstration discredited the
teachings of the Catholic church. Since that church was then considered
the primary proclaimer of Scripture, then not only was “church
doctrine” challenged, but also the teachings of Scripture. Moreover, the
scientific method was established as a way to challenge Biblical
teaching. August Comte (A.D. 1798-1857) gave scientism greater
significance, contending that true knowledge of the world came only
from empirical evidences. Today, Humanists “believe the scientific
method, though imperfect, is still the most reliable way of understand-
ing the world,” and they “look to the natural, biological, social, and
behavioral sciences for knowledge of the universe and man’s place
within it.”17 They claim: “Any account of nature should pass the tests
of scientific evidence; in our judgment, the dogmas and myths of
traditional religions do not do so.”18 While Christians desire to limit
scientific research whenever such is considered to be contrary to
Christian ethics, Humanists are of the opposite opinion. They are
“opposed in principle to any efforts to censor or limit scientific research
without an overriding reason to do so.”19

The impact of scientism within Western culture has resulted in
knowledge gleaned from scientific findings being considered infallible
and deserving to be weighed more heavily than knowledge derived
from religious data. Some have even claimed that one cannot know
anything for certain unless it is scientifically verifiable. Therefore,
many Christians, being enamored by science, tend to compromise
Christian teachings. Some have accepted the claims of Biblical
criticism and have allowed scientific claims to destroy their belief in
the inspiration and authority of Scripture. Others have seemingly given
in to the concept of theistic evolution, e.g., they have compromised
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Biblical teaching about creation with so-called scientific teachings
regarding the theory of evolution. Christians should realize that science
is not infallible because all scientists bring to their scientific processes
certain non-scientific philosophical assumptions which influence the
results of their experimentations. Moreover, Christians should be the
first to indicate that truth can be ascertained not only by scientific data
but also by testimony. While humans are sinful and human testimony
may not be true, God is sinless and He is truth personified (Heb. 6:13-
18). His Word is true (Jn. 17:17). Therefore, everything to which God
testifies must be accepted as truth, even though unbelieving scientists
may claim that a particular statement from God is scientifically
unacceptable.

Secularism

With the exaltation of human reasoning, the rejection of divine
revelation, and the conviction that truth can be ascertained only through
scientific procedures, human intelligence, and critical thinking, religion
became less significant. Secularism emerged. Secularism is the belief
that all things are earthly, physical and temporal, that is, that nothing
is heavenly, spiritual, or eternal. The basis of secularism is human self-
rule. When an individual is designated as a secularist he is considered
to be “completely time-bound, totally a child of his age, a creature of
history with no vision of eternity ... he cannot believe God exists or acts
in human affairs.”20 “Secularism centers on the world and seeks to
make life meaningful, completely apart from God, from the source of
life, or from anything unconditional.21 Describing the coming of
secularists, author Paul Johnson notes:

With the decline of clerical power in the eighteenth century, a
new kind of mentor emerged to fill the vacuum and capture the
ear of society. The secular intellectual ... proclaimed ... a special
devotion to the interests of humanity and an evangelical duty to
advance them by his teaching. He brought to this self-appointed
task a far more radical approach than his clerical predecessors.
He felt himself bound by no corpus of revealed religion. The
collective wisdom of the past, the legacy of tradition, the
prescriptive codes of ancestral experience existed to be selec-
tively followed or wholly rejected entirely as his own good sense
might decide. For the first time in human history and with
growing confidence and audacity, men arose to assert that they
could diagnose the ills of society and cure them with their own
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unaided intellects: more, that they could devise formulas
whereby not merely the structure of society but the fundamental
habits of human beings could be transformed for the better.22

Secularism has negatively impacted Christians by causing many to
incorrectly believe that some things they do in life are secular, while
other things they do are religious. That distinction comes not from the
Bible, but from a Humanist worldview. The Bible says: “And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col.
3:17). If everything we do is in the name of the Lord Jesus, then
everything we do must be considered as religious. Secularism has
contributed to the destruction of the Christian mind-set within societies
that profess to be “Christian.” This has not been a happenstance. At
least by some, it was intended:

In the late nineteenth-century England, several small groups of
scientists and scholars organized under the leadership of Thomas
H. Huxley to overthrow the cultural dominance of Christian-
ity—particularly the intellectual dominance of the Anglican
church. Their goal was to secularize society, replacing the
Christian worldview with scientific naturalism, a worldview that
recognizes the existence of nature alone. Though secularists,
they understood very well that they were replacing one religion
by another, for they described their goal as the establishment of
the “church scientific.” Huxley even referred to his scientific
lectures as “lay sermons.”23

Perhaps, their influence was minor compared to other influences in
society. Nonetheless, the change that came to be wrought in British
culture is observed by Harry Blamires, an Anglican theologian. He
wrote:

There is no longer a Christian mind. There is still, of course, a
Christian ethic, a Christian practice, and a Christian spirituality.
As a moral being, the modern Christian subscribes to a code
other than that of the non-Christian. As a member of the Church,
he undertakes obligations and observations ignored by the non-
Christian. As a spiritual being, in prayer and meditation, he
strives to cultivate a dimension of life unexplored by the non-
Christian. But as a thinking being, the modern Christian has
succumbed to secularization. He accepts religion—its morality,
its worship, its spiritual culture; but he rejects the religious view
of life, the view which sets all earthly issues within the context
of the eternal view which relates all human problems—social,
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political, cultural—to the doctrinal foundations of the Christian
Faith, the view which sees all things here below in terms of
God’s supremacy and earth’s transitoriness, in terms of Heaven
and Hell.24

Not only within our culture, but also against the church in America,
secularism has made extensive inroads. In 1973, Willard Collins
noticed that secularization was making an impact upon the church. This
was obvious to him because he noted an annual decline in the number
of baptisms and restorations resulting from his Gospel meetings.25

Naturalism

Whenever God is removed from reality, then people look to nature
and their own reasoning to ascertain where they came from, who they
are, how they should live, and what their future may be. Without God,
people turn to naturalism. Naturalism is the belief that nature is all there
is. It is the most dominant belief system supporting the Humanist
worldview. Naturalism rejects the supernatural. Humanists say: “[W]e
find that traditional views of the existence of God either are meaning-
less, have not yet been demonstrated to be true, or are tyrannically
exploitative.”26 Naturalism requires the application of the scientific
method to natural phenomena to discover the origins of life. They claim
that “science affirms that the human species is an emergence from
natural evolutionary forces.”27 Although many people throughout
history have proposed an evolutionary development of the universe, the
most significant case for the theory of evolution, based on supposedly
scientific data, was made by Charles Darwin (A.D. 1809-1882). His
book, On the Origin of Species by means of Natural Selection, or the
Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life, published in
1859, has been an extremely large factor in turning the thinking of the
Western world away from God. Because nature is believed to be only
physical, and since humans are a part of nature, then humans are
perceived as having no spiritual nature.28

The impact of naturalism, i.e., the belief that nature is all there is,
has resulted in such extensive alterations of society and the church that
it would be difficult to overestimate the significance of naturalism. Its
theory of natural selection, i.e., the survival of the fittest, justified
warfare for Hitler, Stalin and others whereby millions of people were
slaughtered because they were thought to belong to inferior ethnic
groups. Although Hitler and Stalin were defeated in their quests for
domination of world powers, the philosophy which motivated them to
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launch their killing endeavors is still very much alive and influential.
The Darwinian theory of evolution has modified nearly every discipline
of study, including geology, astronomy, biology, physics, religion,
theology, philosophy, law, psychology, education, history, and
sociology.29 In educational pursuits, the theory of evolution, not
creation, is now generally considered to be the key to all knowledge. In
the legal profession, law is now considered to mean nothing until it is
interpreted by judges because absolute standards of statute law have
been changed into relativistic standards of precedent law. In religion,
the theory of evolution has lent greater credibility to rationalism’s
criticisms of the Bible, added to the destruction of the authority and
inspiration of the Bible, strengthened secular impulses of our age, and
minimized considerations of the spiritual nature of humanity. Natural-
ism also promotes materialism.

Materialism

Materialism is an extension of naturalism. It is the belief that matter
is all that exists. The Biblical worldview does not condemn matter, or
the desiring and owning of material goods. Rather, because the Biblical
worldview requires reliance upon God for meeting the needs of life, it
condemns reliance upon material things for satisfying life’s needs.
Materialists think that humanity is only physical. They deny that each
human being has an immortal soul.30 For the materialist there is no
distinction between the mind and the brain.31 The rich young ruler (Mt.
19:16-22; Mk. 10:17-22; Lk. 18:18-23), the rich fool (Lk. 12:16-21),
and the rich man (Lk. 16:19-31) all illustrate the materialistic mind-set.
They all acted as though life is only physical. Unlike those who believe
in the spiritual nature of humanity and those who measure their success
in life by their faithful service to God (1 Cor. 15:44; Gal. 6:1; Mt.
16:26; 2 Tim. 4:7-8, Heb. 11:6; Rev. 2:10), materialists measure their
success by the amount of material goods they can acquire. In contrast
to the materialist perspective, Jesus taught:

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Mt. 6:19-21).
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Since the materialists think that humans have no spiritual nature, then,
for materialists, there exists no moral restraint upon how material goods
may be obtained, unless such is imposed by their society.

Materialism negatively impacts against individuals, society, and the
church. When individuals focus primarily upon acquisition of material
goods, they tend not to rely upon God, but upon themselves. In
business pursuits, they seem inclined to turn away from Biblical ethics.
They are likely to be less charitable. People (even Christians) with
materialistic ideals are more likely to be partial toward the rich (Jas.
2:1-9). A materialistic society focuses upon the pursuit of wealth and
the acquiring of creature comforts. It is not concerned about building
godly character qualities within its citizenry. A growing materialistic
society inclines toward promoting public gambling. Churches in a
materialistic society are more likely to measure themselves by physical
factors such as large and grand buildings rather than by spiritual
qualities.

Hedonism

Inasmuch as a culture’s moral behavior is based upon its perspec-
tive about reality, then a culture that removes from its thinking the
reality of God and His will, will also remove itself from godly
behavior. When people believe that there is no afterlife and no
accountablity to God for how they behave in this life, then they try to
acquire as much pleasure as possible. They become hedonists. The term
“hedonism” comes from a Greek word that means pleasure. Hedonism
is the belief that whatever gives the greatest pleasure is the greatest
good to be sought. From a Biblical perspective, pleasure is not wrong.
In itself, pleasure is good. Pleasure is a part of God’s creation, of which
He Himself said was “very good” (Gen. 1:31). Pleasurable pursuits
become sinful whenever they are granted first priority in life, i.e.,
whenever pleasure becomes one’s goal. The goal for Christians in this
life should be to glorify God and serve their fellow man. Whenever the
will of God is discarded, then human behavior is influenced by the
ethics of Humanism. Humanists

... affirm that moral values derive their source from human
experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing no
theological or ideological sanction. Ethics stems from human
need and interest ... Happiness and the creative realization of
human needs and desires, individually and in shared enjoyment,
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are continuous themes of humanism. We strive for the good life,
here and now.32

Humanist ethics is based on rationalism, naturalism and material-
ism. It is relative, situational, autonomous and subjective. It does not
realize the existence of sin. It seeks freedom from divine authority.
Humanist ethics is self-serving—emphasizing rights, not responsibili-
ties. It requires each person to set his own moral standard and to decide
for himself what is right and wrong. It results in social permissiveness.

For much of human history hedonism has not been a viable
alternative because most people have had to work from daylight until
dark, just to keep body and soul together. However, with abundant
prosperity, Americans have become the most hedonistic nation in
history, spending more money on pleasurable pursuits of all types than
on religion and education combined.33 The reason for the rise in
hedonism is not just prosperity. It is also because of man’s rejection of
God, His Word, and Christian moral values, and his acceptance of the
theory of evolution which demands that he have a moral lifestyle
consistent with his own philosophy.34

Hedonism has impacted against Christianity by enticing people to
seek pleasure. Although Hugh Hefner has been a major promoter of
hedonism in the twentieth century, he simply built upon cultural values
that had largely eliminated Godly values already. Hedonism has
produced a sexually permissive society, minimized the marriage
institution, permitted widespread divorce, legalized abortions, endorsed
unwed couples living together, promoted same sex unions, and
groomed society to approve of homosexual marriages. All this is
consistent with Humanists’ beliefs. They declare:

In the area of sexuality, we believe that intolerant attitudes ...
unduly repress sexual conduct. The right to birth control,
abortion, and divorce should be recognized. While we do not
approve of exploitive, denigrating forms of sexual expression,
neither do we wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual
behavior between consenting adults ... Short of harming others
or compelling them to do likewise, individuals should be
permitted to express their sexual proclivities and pursue their
life-styles as they desire.35

While most Christians do not heartily endorse these Humanists
beliefs, we would be mistaken to think that most Christians are
adamantly or altogether opposed to them. George Barna writes: “Born-
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again individuals are every bit as likely as non-believers to have
suffered the agony of a broken marriage. There are some ten million
Christians in the U. S. who have experienced divorce.”36 Although
there are indeed less divorces among those who profess Christianity
than those who do not, data indicates that there is surprisingly little
difference in attitudes regarding divorce.37

Statism

Humanists want their ideologies—such as rationalism, scientism,
secularism, naturalism, materialism, hedonism, et cetera—to be
implemented into public policies. Because Christian values restrict
Humanists in achieving their goals, they campaign to “neutralize”
Christianity. They couch their language in terms of “separation of
church and state,” and claim that this separation is required by the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution. They insist that all civil
governments must be secular, not admitting that all laws are founded
upon religious beliefs—if not one religion, then that of another (that is,
if not the Christian religion, then the religion of Humanism). Since
Humanists reject the will of God, they contend for statism. Statism is
the belief that civil government is the highest and final authority
governing all human conduct. It contends that man is a product of the
state, that there are no ethical standards beyond those established by the
state, and that man is accountable only to the state. Statism acknowl-
edges neither the existence nor the relevance of God. Throughout the
nation, and at every level of civil government, Humanists use political
activity to establish policies whereby their values can be standardized
for the public. To hasten quick passage of legislation, they often use
crises language.38 Once their values are translated into public policy,
Christians are on the defensive.

Statism has resulted in general acceptance (even by many Chris-
tians) of the concept that civil government is not limited by God. The
understanding has been lost that, Biblically speaking, the primary
responsibility of civil authorities is to administer justice and provide
public safety.39 All three branches of civil governments—executive,
legislative, and judicial—have imposed anti-Christian values upon our
culture. Court rulings on parental authority, divorce, abortion, pornog-
raphy, gambling, zoning ordinances, et cetera, have opposed Christian
beliefs.
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Probably the most detrimental way that Humanism in civil
governments currently impacts negatively against the Christian faith is
through compulsory public education. Humanist philosophies are
taught in all government (i.e., public) schools—from kindergarten
through Ph.D. levels. By enlarging the power of civil governments to
provide for children’s education and family welfare, the influences of
family and church are minimized, God is dethroned, and the state
becomes the god of its citizens. Humanists freely acknowledge that
schools are means by which their values should be promoted.40 They
are opposed to the Christian perspective that in Christ “are hidden all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).

APPLICATION AND EXHORTATION

The above seven philosophical categories of the Humanist
worldview are sufficient to indicate philosophical conflict with
Christianity. Additional Humanist ideologies might also have been used
to demonstrate ways that the Humanist worldview confronts Christian-
ity. We now need to demonstrate how these philosophies confront and
weaken Christianity. In any society, the church will tend to mirror the
thinking of its community. That was true in Biblical times, and it is true
in our time.

Because Humanist philosophies dominate our culture, Christians
too frequently have a tendency to think like Humanists. How? First,
many Christians tend to focus more on the physical and less on the
spiritual. Many give more preparation to retirement than they do to
eternity. Many tend to rely more on their personal wealth and less on
God. Some seem to be more focused on the physical growth of the
church, i.e., the size of the congregation, than on its spiritual growth.
Second, regarding the content of preaching, a large majority of sermons
address the physical and social needs of human beings. Many are in the
realm of psychology and sociology, disciplines that originated from
Secular Humanism. While topics regarding human needs are valid, they
should be secondary to evangelical presentations about God, creation,
sin and its consequences, God becoming man, the resurrection from the
dead, faith in Christ, eternal destiny, et cetera. Third, Humanism has
influenced missionary efforts by causing many to focus on bringing
social services to the poor, rather than giving emphasis to proclamation
of the Gospel. Christians need to be more discerning about how they
should relate to what is of this world and what is of God.
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The dangers Christians face today are not new. Christians in former
times have had their faith assaulted by false philosophies. When
confronted with false philosophies, Christians should remember that
Paul said:

As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as
you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. Beware
lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic princi-
ples of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in
Him, who is the head of all principality and power (Col. 2:6-10).

When required to make a choice between alternative belief systems,
whether in business, education, politics, medicine, law, or any other
profession, Christians should remember the words of Jesus:

Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies
Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in
heaven (Mt. 10:32-33).

When tempted to go along to get along with neighbors by acting in
the ways of the world, Christians should remember James’ statement
“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God” (Jas. 4:4). The apostle John admonished:

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the
world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the
will of God abides forever (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

CONCLUSION

To keep from being discouraged, Christians need more than ever
to trust in God rather than to trust in themselves. Remember Solomon’s
wise words:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall
direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the
Lord and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, And
strength to your bones (Pro. 3:5-8).
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ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the New King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Note these comments. “In our day the religion of Christ is facing a crisis such
as it has not faced, probably since the days of Constantine. By that I mean that
up to this time the Church has been engaged in a kind of civil war, in which a
Christian idea has battled with a misunderstanding of a Christian idea or in
which sect has fought with sect. None of the great heresies of the first sixteen
hundred years of the Christian era denied the existence of God, but they had
misconceived the notion of the Trinity, the nature of Christ, the nature of
Divine Grace, and the mission of the Church. In the last four centuries the
conflict was not so much of idea and idea as the conflict of sect and sect.
Today we are faced with something entirely novel. We are engaged now not
so much in what might be called a civil war, but we are confronted with ‘an
invasion,’ that is, a force of ideas that is as strange to traditional Christianity
as Christianity was strange to Paganism. This new invading force is New
Paganism.”

“New Paganism may be defined as an outlook on life that holds to the
sufficiency of human science without faith, and the sufficiency of human
power without grace. In other words its two tenets are: Scientism, which is a
deification of the experimental method, and Humanism, which is a glorifica-
tion of a man who makes God to his own image and likeness ... the New
Paganism differs from the old in this, that whereas in ancient Greek Paganism
the spiritual and the material were confused; in the New Paganism they are
divorced, God from the cosmos, and after the divorcement has been accom-
plished the New Paganism “immediately throws away the better half and lives
worse with the other half. That is why today there is religion without God,
Christianity without Christ, and psychology without soul. From this point of
view, the old Paganism was preferable to the New, for at least it acknowledged
the necessity of some power above man, even though it was only a household
God.” (Wilbur M. Smith, Therefore Stand. Natrick, MA: W. A. Wilde Co.,
1945, 267, with quotations from Fulton J. Sheen, Old Errors and New Labels.
New York, NY: 1941, 325-328.)
3 Some basic documents of Humanism are A Declaration of Interdependence:
A New Global Ethics, first published in Free Inquiry magazine, Fall, 1988,
Vol. 8, No. 4. A Secular Humanist Declaration, written by Paul Kurtz, and
first appeared in Free Inquiry magazine, Winter, 1980/81, Vol. 1, No. 1,
endorsed by 108 prominent people, including Isaac Asimov, Albert Ellis,
Joseph Fletcher, Sidney Hook, Floyd Matson, B. F. Skinner, Antony Flew,
Lester A. Kirkendall and Edwin Wilson. Humanist Manifesto I, drafted by Roy
Wood Sellers, first published in The New Humanist magazine, May/June,
1933, Vol. 6, No. 3, signed by thirty four influential people, including John
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Dewey, who was the first to sign the document. Humanist Manifesto II, first
published in The Humanist magazine, September/October, 1973, Vol. 23, No.
5, signed by 114 prominent persons, including Isaac Asimov, Edd Doerr,
Anthony Flew, Sidney Hook, Lester Kirkendall, Paul Kurtz, Corless Lamont,
Lester Mondale, and B. F. Skinner. Humanism and Its Aspirations (Humanist
Manifesto III), first released by American Humanist Association on April 23,
2003, appeared in May/June issue of The Humanist magazine, originally
signed by 19 Nobel laureates and 57 other intellectuals, including novelist Kurt
Vonnegut and film maker Oliver Stone. More Nobel laureates signed this
document than any other Humanist document. In Defense of Secularism, first
appeared in Free Inquiry magazine 14. 2 (Spring, 1994).
4 A Declaration of Interdependence: A New Global Ethics.
5 A Secular Humanist Declaration, 4.
6 “As secular humanists, we are generally skeptical about supernatural claims.
We recognize the importance of religious experience: that experience that
redirects and gives meaning to the lives of human beings. We deny, however,
that such experiences have anything to do with the supernatural. We are
doubtful of traditional views of God and divinity” (A Secular Humanist
Declaration, 6). Humanism asserts that the nature of the universe depicted by
modern science makes unacceptable any supernatural or cosmic guarantees of
human values (Humanist Manifesto I, Fifth). “We find insufficient evidence
for belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is either meaningless or
irrelevant to the question of the survival and fulfillment of the human race”
(Humanist Manifesto II, First). “Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life
that, without supernaturalism, affirms our ability and responsibility to lead
ethical lives of personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater good of humanity”
(Humanist Manifesto III, 1st sentence).
7 “Religion must formulate its hopes and plans in the light of the scientific
spirit and method” (Humanist Manifesto I, Fifth). “In place of the old attitudes
involved in worship and prayer the humanist finds his religious emotions
expressed in a heightened sense of personal life and in a cooperative effort to
promote social well-being” (Humanist Manifesto I, Eighth). “Secular
humanism places trust in human intelligence rather than in divine guidance.
Skeptical of theories of redemption, damnation, and reincarnation, secular
humanists attempt to approach the human situation in realistic terms: human
beings are responsible for their own destinies” (A Secular Humanist Declara-
tion, Conclusion).
8 “Modern science discredits such historic concepts as the “ghost in the
machine” and the “separable soul.” Rather, science affirms that the human
species is an emergence from natural evolutionary forces. As far as we know,
the total personality is a function of the biological organism transacting in a
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social and cultural context. There is no credible evidence that life survives the
death of the body” (Humanist Manifesto II, Second).
9 “Secular humanists ... find insufficient evidence for the claim that some
divine purpose exists for the universe. They reject the idea that God has
intervened miraculously in history or revealed himself to a chosen few, or that
he can save or redeem sinners. They believe that men and women are free and
are responsible for their own destinies and that they cannot look toward some
transcendent Being for salvation. We reject the divinity of Jesus ... We do not
accept as true the literal interpretation of the Old and New Testaments ... In
spite of the fact that human beings have found religions to be uplifting and a
source of solace, we do not find their theological claims to be true (A Secular
Humanist Declaration, Sixth). “Salvationism, based on mere affirmation, still
appears as harmful, diverting people with false hopes of heaven hereafter.
Reasonable minds look to other means for survival” (Humanist Manifesto II,
Preface). “Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both
illusory and harmful” (Humanist Manifesto II, Second).
10 “What more pressing need than to recognize in this critical age of modern
science and technology that, if no deity will save us, we must save ourselves?
It is only by assuming responsibility for the human condition and in marshal-
ing the arts of intelligence that humankind can hope to deal with the emerging
problems of the twenty-first century and beyond. If we are to succeed in this
venture, must we not abandon the archaic dogmas and ideologies that inhibit
creative explorations and solutions?” (Humanist Manifesto II, Preface). “We
face a common challenge to develop scientific education on a global scale and
an appreciation for critical intelligence and reason as a way to solve human
problems and enhance human welfare” (A Declaration of Interdependence: A
New Global Ethics, IV, 2).
11 For more extensive study of this subject, I recommend the reading of Francis
A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? The Rise and Decline of Western
Thought and Culture, (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1976),
Dave Breese, Seven Men Who Rule the World from the Grave, (Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1990), Donald De Marco and Benjamin Wiker, Architects of the
Culture of Death, (San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press, 2004).
12 Arnold Toynbee, Reconsiderations, vol. 12 of A Study of History. (New
York, NY: Oxford Univ. Press, 1961), 488, via Herbert Schlossberg, Idols For
Destruction: Christian Faith and Its Confrontation With American Society
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1983), 40.
13 In these matters, Paul’s words to brethren at Colossae seem appropriate.
“Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why,
as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations; ‘Do not
touch, do not taste, do not handle,’ which all concern things which perish with
the using; according to the commandments and doctrines of men? These things
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indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility,
and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the
flesh” (2:20-23).
14 Herbert Ernest Cushman, A Beginner’s History of Philosophy, Vol. II, 80,
<http://books.google.com/books?id=baI5AAAAMAAJ&dq=Herbert+Ernes
t+Cushman&printsec=fr> (16 June 2009).
15 A Statement in Defense of Secularism. Other statements from Humanist
documents are: “We reiterate the convictions of a large number of American
citizens, who are committed to the application of reason and science to the
understanding of the universe and to the solving of human problems” (A
Statement in Defense of Secularism). “We are committed to the use of the
rational methods of inquiry, logic, and evidence in developing knowledge and
testing claims to truth. Since human beings are prone to err, we are open to the
modification of all principles, including those governing inquiry, believing that
they may be in need of constant correction. Although not so naive as to believe
that reason and science can easily solve all human problems, we nonetheless
contend that they can make a major contribution to human knowledge and can
be of benefit to humankind. We know of no better substitute for the cultivation
of human intelligence” (A Secular Humanist Declaration, 7). “Secular
humanism places trust in human intelligence rather than in divine guidance.
Skeptical of theories of redemption, damnation, and reincarnation, secular
humanists attempt to approach the human situation in realistic terms: human
beings are responsible for their own destinies” (A Secular Humanist Declara-
tion, Conclusion).
16 Eta Linneman, Biblical Criticism on Trial: How Scientific is “Scientific
Theology”? (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2001), 11.
17 A Secular Humanist Declaration, 8.
18 Humanist Manifesto II, First.
19 A Secular Humanist Declaration, 8.
20 James Hitchcock, What Is Secular Humanism? Why Humanism Became
Secular and How It Is Changing Our World. (Ann Arbor, MI: Servant Books,
1982), 10-11.
21 Jerald C. Brauer, “Secularism,” A Handbook of Christian Theology:
Definition Essays on Concepts and Movements Of Thought In Contemporary
Protestantism, ed. by Marvin Halverson and Arthur A. Cohen, (Cleveland,
OH: The World Publishing Company, 1958), 340.
22 Paul Johnson, Intellectuals, New York Harper and Row, 1989, 1-2, as cited
by George Grant, Trial and Error: The American Civil Liberties Union and Its
Impact on Your Family, (Brentwood, TN: Wolgemuth & Hyatt, Publishers,
Inc., 1989), 115-116.
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23 Nancy R. Pearcey and Charles B. Thaxton, The Soul of Science: Christian
Faith and Natural Philosophy (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1994), 19, as
cited by David A. Noebel, J. F. Baldwin & Kevin Bywater, Clergy in the
Classroom: The Religion of Secular Humanism (Manitou Springs, CO: 1995),
ii.
24 Harry Blamires, The Christian Mind: How Should A Christian Think? (Ann
Arbor, MI: Servant Books,1963), 3-4.
25 Robert Hooper and Jim Turner. Willard Collins: The People Person.
(Nashville, TN: 20th Century Christian. 1986), 66-68.
26 A Secular Humanist Declaration, 6. Note also that “Humanism asserts that
the nature of the universe depicted by modern science makes unacceptable any
supernatural or cosmic guarantees of human values” (Humanist Manifesto I,
Fifth).
27 Humanist Manifesto II, Second.
28 Some additional statements about naturalism from Humanist documents are:
“Humanism believes that man is a part of nature and that he has emerged as
the result of a continuous process” (Humanist Manifesto I, Second). “Humans
are an integral part of nature, the result of unguided evolutionary change.
Humanists recognize nature as self-existing” (Humanist Manifesto III). “We
consider the universe to be a dynamic scene of natural forces that are most
effectively understood by scientific inquiry” (A Secular Humanist Declaration,
6). “Humanism believes that man is a part of nature and that he has emerged
as the result of a continuous process” (Humanist Manifesto I, Second). As non-
theists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity. Nature may indeed
be broader and deeper than we now know; any new discoveries, however, will
but enlarge our knowledge of the natural” (Humanist Manifesto II, First).
“Humans are an integral part of nature, the result of unguided evolutionary
change. Humanists recognize nature as self-existing” (Humanist Manifesto III).
“science affirms that the human species is an emergence from natural
evolutionary forces” (Humanist Manifesto II, Second).
29 See Surberg, Raymond F., “The Influence of Darwinism” in Darwin,
Evolution, and Creation, ed. by Paul A. Zimmerman, (St. Louis, MO:
Concordia Publishing House, 1959), 168-204.
30 “Modern science discredits such historic concepts as the ‘ghost in the
machine’ and the ‘separable soul.’ Rather, science affirms that the human
species is an emergence from natural evolutionary forces. As far as we know,
the total personality is a function of the biological organism transacting in a
social and cultural context. There is no credible evidence that life survives the
body” (Humanist Manifesto II, Second). “We have found no convincing
evidence that there is a separable ‘soul’ or that it ... survives death” (A Secular
Humanist Declaration, 6).
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31 “Holding an organic view of life, humanists find that the traditional duelist
of mind and body must be rejected” (Humanist Manifesto II, Third).
32 Humanist Manifesto I, Third.
33 William S. Banowsky, It’s A Playboy World (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H.
Revell Company, Spire Books, 1969), 25.
34 For a thorough historical analysis of hedonism, see Wiker, Benjamin. Moral
Darwinism: How We Became Hedonists. (Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity
Press, 2002).
35 Humanist Manifesto II, Sixth.
36 George Barna & William Paul McKay. Vital Signs: Emerging Social Trends
and The Future of American Christianity. (Westchester, IL: Crossway Books,
1984) 3.
37 Ibid., 12.
38 Some examples of crises language from Humanist documents are given here:
“Humanity, to survive, requires bold and daring measures” (Humanist
Manifesto II, Preface). “We need ... radically new human purposes and goals”
(Humanist Manifesto II, First). “No deity will save us we must save ourselves”
(Humanist Manifesto II, First). “The controlled use of scientific methods ...
must be extended further in the solution of human problems” (Humanist
Manifesto II, Fourth). “We are responsible for what we are or will be”
(Humanist Manifesto II, Fourth). “We are responsible for what we are or will
be” (HM-II, In Closing). “It is the moral obligation of the developed nations
to provide ... massive, technical agricultural, medical, and economic assis-
tance, including birth control techniques, to the developing portions of the
globe” (Humanist Manifesto II, Fifteenth). “The problems that humankind will
face in the future, as in the past, will no doubt be complex and difficult.
However, if it is to prevail, it can only do so by enlisting resourcefulness and
courage” (A Secular Humanist Declaration, Conclusion).
Humanist Manifesto II, Eleventh.
39 Scripture summarizes responsibilities of civil authorities. They are avengers
“to execute wrath on him who practices evil” (Rom. 13:1-7), i.e., to punish
evildoers (1 Pet. 2:14), to praise those who do good (1 Pet. 2:14), to maintain
peace (1 Tim. 2.2). Since God, through Scripture, grants no other authority or
responsibility to civil authorities, then whatever else civil authorities do as
governing officials, they do without biblical authority.
40 In 1930, Charles F. Potter wrote, “Education is thus a most powerful ally of
humanism, and every American public school is a school of humanism. What
can the theistic Sunday-schools, meeting for an hour once a week, and teaching
only a fraction of the children, do to stem the tide of a five-day program of
humanistic teaching?” Humanism: A New Religion (New York, NY: Simon



Robert Waggoner 23

and Schuster, 1930), 128. Other statements from Humanist documents about
use of schools to promote Humanist values are: “Education. In our view,
education should be the essential method of building humane, free, and
democratic societies. The aims of education are many: the transmission of
knowledge; training for occupations, careers, and democratic citizenship; and
the encouragement of moral growth. Among its vital purposes should also be
an attempt to develop the capacity for critical intelligence in both the
individual and the community” (A Secular Humanist Declaration, 10). “Moral
Education. We believe that moral development should be cultivated in children
and young adults. We do not believe that any particular sect can claim
important values as their exclusive property; hence it is the duty of public
education to deal with these values. Accordingly, we support moral education
in the schools that is designed to develop an appreciation for moral virtues,
intelligence, and the building of character. We wish to encourage wherever
possible the growth of moral awareness and the capacity for free choice and
an understanding of the consequences thereof. We do not think it is moral to
baptize infants, to confirm adolescents, or to impose a religious creed on young
people before they are able to consent. Although children should learn about
the history of religious moral practices, these young minds should not be
indoctrinated in a faith before they are mature enough to evaluate the merits
for themselves. It should be noted that secular humanism is not so much a
specific morality as it is a method for the explanation and discovery of rational
moral principles” (A Secular Humanist Declaration, 5). “We face a common
challenge to develop scientific education on a global scale and an apprecia-
tion for critical intelligence and reason as a way to solve human problems and
enhance human welfare” (A Declaration of Interdependence: A New Global
Ethics, IV, 2). “Compulsory religious oaths and prayers in public institutions
(political or educational) are also a violation of the separation principle” (A
Secular Humanist Declaration, 2). “Evolution ... we deplore the efforts by
fundamentalists (especially in the United States) to invade the science
classrooms, requiring that creationists theory be taught to students and
requiring that it be included in biology textbooks. This is a serious threat both
to academic freedom and to the integrity of the educational process. We
believe that creationists surely should have the freedom to express their
viewpoint in society. Moreover, we do not deny the value of examining
theories of creation in educational courses on religion and the history of ideas;
but it is a sham to mask an article of religious faith as a scientific truth and to
inflict that doctrine on the scientific curriculum. If successful, creationists may
seriously undermine the credibility of science itself” (A Secular Humanist
Declaration, 9).
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